
Accolades Abound
 
As Boys' State Celebrates 

Its 50th Year 
The yo uth movement in th e United Sta tes known as Boys' 

Sta te origi na ted by Ill in ois Department of th e Am eri can 
Legion in 1934. The plan was ado p ted by the national 

orga niza tio n in 1935, and has since been put in to operation in 
all sta tes except Hawaii. A Boy s' State is operated in the 

Dist rict of Columbia and also in France for American's living 
in Europe. 

Boys' State began in Mi chi gan in 1938. Michigan State 
University ha s been the host for Boy s' State in Michigan since 
its beg inning in 1938. In th e early days, Boys' Staters slept in 

cots in the main roo m of De monstrat ion Hall. Ass emblies 
were held in the same hall during the day. After World War 

II, th e quonset huts, which used to be locat ed across fro m 
wha t is now Munn Ice arena , pr ovided shel ter for Boys' 

Stater s. In 1954, Boys' State mo ved to i ts present locat ion of 
Brod y Hall, whi ch is surrounded by six dormitories. Me als 

and assem blies are held in Brody Hal l. 
From th e beginning of Boys' State , the pr ogram has grown 

in numbers to meet the need s of the you th in Michigan. The 
present program includes approxima tely 900 of the youth 

leaders of our state each year. Participants are selected by local 
high schools and Legion post s th roughou t the State of 

. Michigan. 
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congr-n tuterions to ev eryone celebrating the 50 t h 
anniversary of the American Legion Boy s ' Sta t e of 
MiclUgll.n . 

I comme n d you for giving more th an 50.000 Mic hi r an 
boy s t he oppor t un it y to learn n r s th ~n d abo ut t h ­
busines s of state arid local go v e rn me n t. This: yea r 's 
cele·b ration of the Bicentennla l o f l h ~ Cona ti tu tio n 
gives added focus to the Boy s' S ta t e ex perie nce: a 
chan ce t o gnin d ee pe-r app rectD tio r: o f h0 W ou r tree­
doma an d system of limit ed guvernn .~ nt e" joy e d b y 
"We the People ." ahou ld be made to endu re . I' m 
very p r-oud of each of the y ou n g men o f Bo y s ' S tb te 
of Michigan . 

K~p up the grost .. ork , God ble 6~ you . and Go G 
b less America. 
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